
Ascension Day Service 
Welcome to MRBC screen then into 
Fanfare with TKC slide suitably appended for Ascension Day 
 
In Christ alone 
 
Welcome to our Ascension Day Service 2020 as we celebrate our risen, ascended and 
exalted King.  He has victory over sin and death.  We remember His physical departure from 
this world and affirm that He is now glorified.  Here are some words from Revelation. 
 
Great and wonderful are Your deeds, 
Lord God the Almighty. 
Just and true are Your ways, 
ruler of the nations. 
Who shall not revere and praise Your name, O Lord? 
for You alone are holy. 
All nations shall come and worship in Your presence: 
for Your just dealings have been revealed. 
Revelation 15.3,4 
 
To the One who sits on the throne and to the Lamb 
be blessing and honour and glory and might, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
Today also marks the start of Thy Kingdom Come.  As we wait expectedly for Pentecost 
when we celebrate the pouring out of God’s Spirit into the world and the birth of the Church 
of God, we commit ourselves to ask for His kingdom to come in the lives of those we pray 
for and we may witness the kingdom in our lives as show care at this time of crisis in our 
land. 
 
So let’s pray together the Prayer for Thy Kingdom Come. 
 
Almighty God, 
your ascended Son has sent us into the world 
to preach the good news of your kingdom: 
inspire us with your Spirit 
and fill our hearts with the fire of your love, 
that all who hear your Word 
may be drawn to you, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen 
 
A new hymn has been written specifically for TKC and we are going to sing it now.  I say new 
hymn, but you will find the tune very familiar. 
 
Thy Kingdom Come hymn 



 
Jesus is risen, ascended, glorified.  There’s so much to say about Him.  How do you explain 
Jesus in just four minutes?  Could you do that?  Bible scholar Tom Wright can.  Off you go 
Tom. 
 
Tom Wright video 
 
You’re the Word of God the Father 
 
Reading  Matthew 28:16-20  
 
16 Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had told them to 
go. 17 When they saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted. 18 Then Jesus came to 
them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Therefore go 
and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. 
And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” 
 
The Final Command 
People are often famous for the last words they ever said.   We are all familiar with the last 
words of Jesus on the cross – “It is finished,” although it was a single word Tetelestai – 
which in Greek means the deal is done, the price is paid.  It’s a word full of deep significance 
for all Christians. Sadly, such deep significance is not often found in others’ final words. 
 
Take these for example: 
Oscar Wilde  ." This wallpaper is dreadful, one of us will have to go ." 

Douglas Fairbanks, American actor and filmmaker (12 December 1939)  "Never felt better." 
Richard Nixon, president of the United States (22 April 1994), to a housekeeper while 
suffering a stroke   "Help” 
Spencer Perceval  last words “oh” 
 
Most people are not at their best on their deathbed, so what about stirring, world-changing 
words as people resigned or retired.  Did anyone say something remarkable as they checked 
out of their career.   
 
Margaret Thatcher 27 November 1990, at her last cabinet meeting  "It's a funny old world."   
You’re right Mags, it is a funny old world but that’s hardly a world-beating statement. 
 
I’ve got to say that I was hard pushed to find anyone who said anything world changing in 
their check out speech – except Jesus, just before He ascended into heaven.  Yes, Jesus got 
to say two lots of final words.  Those on the cross, which were significant and after he was 
raised back to life, his last words on Earth before his ascension.  Because He’s still alive and 
is eternal, He’ll never have any other last words I expect. 
 
  Jesus’ last words before He ascended were also his last command. 
 



“All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Therefore go and make 
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I 
am with you always, to the very end of the age. 
 
We call it the Great Commission.  The disciples took that command seriously and when the 
day of Pentecost came and they were empowered by the Spirit, they took that command 
seriously and the Christian faith turned from a small Jewish sect into faith of all nations and 
made the massive impact on the world that it has for the last 2000 years.  
 

This command still applies to His disciples.  And who are His disciples?  We are – all those 
who trust and follow Jesus.   Thy Kingdom Come is just one way we have come up with to go 
and make disciples.   I find TKC a baby step.   It’s asking God to lay on our hearts someone to 
pray for.  It will probably be someone we know, possibly know well.  Someone we care for 
who doesn’t know Jesus. 
 
But how will they get to know Jesus?    Someone has to explain Jesus to them.   Someone 
has to show them what Jesus is like, so that they will decide to become disciples for 
themselves.   
 
TKC isn’t just about praying that someone else will tell our friends and family about Jesus, 
but that God will give us that opportunity to show His love in how we care for them, 
particularly in these strange times,  as well as the opportunity to speak about our faith.  
What do we say?   Tell them your story; what god has done for you. 
 
If you find that daunting, then I leave with you two things Jesus said in the Great 
Commission.  The first is All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.   Take 
these words seriously – you speak on behalf of the King of Kings and Lord of Lords. 
 
People who take Jesus seriously frequently mean business.  Two days ago we mourned the 
loss of Ravi Zacharias who died of cancer.  He was one of the foremost evangelists of recent 
decades.  He came from Madras (now Chennai) in India.   His background was humble.  He 
wasn’t very academic in school and was more interested in cricket.  He found life difficult 
and nearly committed suicide.    At his lowest point he came to know Jesus.   He was 
transformed into a preacher and academic who taught in many of the great universities of 
the world and to political leaders about the truths of the Christian faith.   Why?  Because he 
spoke with the authority of God.   Pray that the Spirit will move you to speak with authority. 
 
Then there is the final sentence: And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age. 
 We have the Spirit within us.  As God’s people we are never without Jesus.  When we start 
taking that seriously, then people see Jesus in us.  It might not turn us into a Ravi Zacharias, 
but it may well turn us into a person who impresses others with our love, our care, our trust 
in God.  Pray that the Spirit will transform you and open up possibilities to showing and 
speaking His love like never before. 
 
Let me leave you with this verse from Galatians as we come to prayer.   Let us not become 
weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up. 



 
Prayers for Ascension Day 
As we come to our prayers for Ascension Day, let’s remember that all authority is  given to 
Jesus in heaven and earth.  That’s important because there is also a spiritual battle going on 
during this coronavirus pandemic.   
 
 Our undoing has been this tiny virus. Human mismanagement of God’s world played a big 
part in how it got to jump into the human population.  And what has it done?  It has brought 
fear to the population, or at least a part of it.    It has divided people.   
On one hand there are those showing compassion and a desire to protect others and help 
others, but there is also the selfishness of some who ignore the rules and endanger 
themselves and others.  We see in the infection and death stats the deep injustices of 
society being reflected.  We see it too in the unemployment and hardship that has been a 
consequence of lockdown. 
 
Behind all of this we see the work of the enemy, capitalising on the pandemic to spread 
division and misery.  There’s a spiritual battle as well as one against nature.    To counter 
Covid-19, scientists still look for a cure and vaccine, for the spiritual battle, what’s needed is 
prayer and the Good News of Jesus Christ and that’s our responsibility.   We need to 
announce and usher in God’s kingdom and we shall pray about that now. 
 
I am going to lead us in three short prayers.  Each will end with,  Lord, bless Your world 
And we will all respond with And fill us with Your Spirit 

 
Father, as we look at the awful situation that COVID-19 has placed the world in, we see the 
action of human sin and of the enemy – a disease that infects easily, that kills the vulnerable 
with currently no cure or vaccine; people starting to pit themselves against one another, 
injustices of society being brought into sharp relief; we cry out Have mercy Lord.  In the 
authority and name of Jesus we say bring your salvation into this spiritual battle, push the 
enemy back, fill your people with your Spirit, extend your kingdom.  May your Kingdom 
come. 
Lord, bless Your world 
And fill us with Your Spirit 
 
Father,  in these next days, may you give us strength by Your Spirit to be the hands and feet 
of Jesus to those around us who don’t know Jesus, particularly as we see need, both 
material and spiritual around us.   May men and women understand what your kingdom is 
like through the actions of we, its citizens. 
Lord, bless Your world 
And fill us with Your Spirit 
 
Finally, Father, may those we pray for who don’t yet know you come to a living faith in 
Christ.  May they know for themselves forgiveness of sins and an eternal hope.  May they 
understand that walking with Jesus will enrich their life and drive out fear.  Please give us 
opportunity to speak and be witnesses to them in the coming days of Thy Kingdom Come 
and beyond.  Bring these people home to you we pray. 
Lord, bless Your world 



And fill us with Your Spirit 
 
We will now have a short period of silent prayer to bring before the Lord those He has 
placed on our heart. – O Lord hear my prayer 
 
Being made one by the power of the Spirit, let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught 
us: 

 
Our Father in heaven, 
Hallowed be Your name, 
Your kingdom come, 
Your will be done, 
On earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are Yours 
now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

O Happy Day 
 
May God the Father, 
who has given to His Son the name above every name, 
strengthen you to proclaim Christ Jesus as Lord. 
Amen. 
 
May God the Son, 
who is our great high priest passed into the heavens, 
plead for you at the right hand of the Father. 
Amen. 
 
May God the Holy Spirit, 
who pours out His abundant gifts upon the Church, 
make you faithful servants of Christ our King. 
Amen. 
 
And the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. 
Amen. 
 
Closing Credits over music end to O Happy day and off end 
 


