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Opening Scripture  -  Isaiah 61:10-11 

I delight greatly in the Lord; 

    my soul rejoices in my God. 

For he has clothed me with garments of salvation 

    and arrayed me in a robe of his righteousness, 

as a bridegroom adorns his head like a priest, 

    and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 

For as the soil makes the sprout come up 

    and a garden causes seeds to grow, 

so the Sovereign Lord will make righteousness 

    and praise spring up before all nations. 

 

Thank you Father, that as we come to worship You today, those of us who know and love 

You are able to rejoice because in Jesus, we have been made right before you, fit to come 

into Your presence and worship You.  As we do that, may your Holy Spirit open up our 

spiritual eyes that we will understand a little more what it meant for Jesus to give His life up 

for us as we meet for Communion this morning. 

We ask this in Jesus’ name 

Amen   

 

Romans 8: 31-34 What, then, shall we say in response to these things? If God is for us, who 

can be against us? He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all—how will he 

not also, along with him, graciously give us all things? Who will bring any charge against 

those whom God has chosen? It is God who justifies. Who then is the one who condemns? 

No one. Christ Jesus who died—more than that, who was raised to life—is at the right hand 

of God and is also interceding for us. 

 

READING  ISAIAH 61:1-9 

 

61 The Spirit of the Sovereign Lord is on me, 

    because the Lord has anointed me 

    to proclaim good news to the poor. 

He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, 

    to proclaim freedom for the captives 

    and release from darkness for the prisoners,[a] 

2 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor 

    and the day of vengeance of our God, 

to comfort all who mourn, 

3     and provide for those who grieve in Zion— 



to bestow on them a crown of beauty 

    instead of ashes, 

the oil of joy 

    instead of mourning, 

and a garment of praise 

    instead of a spirit of despair. 

They will be called oaks of righteousness, 

    a planting of the Lord 

    for the display of his splendor. 

 

4 They will rebuild the ancient ruins 

    and restore the places long devastated; 

they will renew the ruined cities 

    that have been devastated for generations. 

5 Strangers will shepherd your flocks; 

    foreigners will work your fields and vineyards. 

6 And you will be called priests of the Lord, 

    you will be named ministers of our God. 

You will feed on the wealth of nations, 

    and in their riches you will boast. 

 

7 Instead of your shame 

    you will receive a double portion, 

and instead of disgrace 

    you will rejoice in your inheritance. 

And so you will inherit a double portion in your land, 

    and everlasting joy will be yours. 

 

8 “For I, the Lord, love justice; 

    I hate robbery and wrongdoing. 

In my faithfulness I will reward my people 

    and make an everlasting covenant with them. 

9 Their descendants will be known among the nations 

    and their offspring among the peoples. 

All who see them will acknowledge 

    that they are a people the Lord has blessed.” 

 

Through Jesus, the Messiah, the Anointed One, we have seen in recent weeks that we have 

been liberated from sin and from the things in life that we can end up in captivity too, 

suffering, illness, broken-heartedness, failure, family break-up and all sorts of other personal 

pain.   Sometimes these things are our own fault, sometimes caused by others and out of 

our control. 

 



Yet Jesus, the Messiah, because He has suffered God’s vengeance that was due to us, now 

proclaims us a people acceptable to God through faith, comforts us in mourning but most of 

all provides for us in a way that turns our lives from sorrow to gladness, sadness to joy and 

despair into worship of a God who is faithful to us.    

 

We may suffer many personal problems and issues, but Jesus loves and cares for us all.   For 

some Christians, our problems may seem small compared to the personal tragedy they have 

to endure in lands where being a Christian means persecution.  Here is a little video from 

Open Doors updating us in Iraq and Syria when Christians are finding hope as they trust God 

as they seek to rebuild their lives and community. 

 

VIDEO FROM OPEN DOORS 

 

Yet we can dwell so much on our problems and issues and forget that we have a God who is 

merciful to us because of His love and grace.  Here’s a song that we can pray right that in 

our doubt we may remember the promises of God, that in our failing and sin, we realise that 

we are forgiven, and we love Him afresh, and praise Him afresh. 

 

LORD HAVE MERCY 

 

In our journey through Isaiah 61:1-3, we have come to our last part, and probably the most 
important bit as far as we are concerned as God’s people, because it indicates the ultimate 
purpose for which God, through His Anointed One.   It’s this simple sentence in verse 3. 
 
They will be called oaks of righteousness, 
    a planting of the Lord 
    for the display of his splendour. 
 
The mighty oak.  It’s one of the largest temperate broadleaved trees, one of the sturdiest 
and is one of the best quality hardwoods.  It’s also one of the oldest living trees, typically 
living 300 years but fully capable of living 1000 years under the right conditions.   
 
It’s the natural vegetation of this island, before people came along and cut almost all of it 
down for its wood.  The same happened in the coastal Mediterranean region where in the 
earliest years of human occupation, the oak forests were stripped back and the soil 
degraded quickly into the scrubby mess there is over most of the area today.  Even by the 
early days of Israel, oaks were prized trees and had a religious significance to the idol 
worshippers, who worshipped in high places, where the trees still survived.   This is how it is 
described in Hosea 4:13 They sacrifice on the tops of the mountains and burn offerings on 
the hills, under oak, poplar, and terebinth, because their shade is good.  Or Ezekiel 6:13  
Then you will know that I am the Lord, when their slain are among their idols around their 
altars, on every high hill, on all the tops of the mountains, under every green tree and under 
every leafy oak—the places where they offered soothing aroma to all their idols. 
 



Unfortunately, the Jews also hedged their bets by worshipping idols as well as Yahweh, 
which made God very angry – it was an abomination to Him.  Here is how Isiah 1 describes 
the Jews: 
 
Isaiah 1:29 “You will be ashamed because of the sacred oaks 
    in which you have delighted; 
you will be disgraced because of the gardens 
    that you have chosen. 
30 You will be like an oak with fading leaves, 
    like a garden without water. 
31 The mighty man will become tinder 
    and his work a spark; 
both will burn together, 
    with no one to quench the fire.” 
 
To God, their oaks were oaks of shame, oaks of disgrace, oaks of death as God’s anger was 
poured out on the nation because of their idolatry and we see in the prophecy of Isaiah how 
that unfolded over a period of 200 years or so.   But even after all of that, with the people 
starting to hope again as God was going to liberate them from their disgrace, their exile, 
their capitivity, He was still warning them of mocking Him, insulting Him by going back to 
their oaks of disgrace.  
 
 Isa 57:4-5  Whom are you mocking?  Against whom do you open your mouth wide and stick 
out your tongue? Are you not children of transgression, the offspring of deceit,  you who 
burn with lust among the oaks, under every green tree, who slaughter your children in the 
valleys, under the clefts of the rocks? 
 
As we come for communion this morning, we are going to talk about what God desires for 
us as His people.    But it comes with a warning:  you can’t live a life with two standards.  
God wants us to be a people of righteousness – oaks of righteousness, not oaks of disgrace, 
or oaks of shame.  Let’s ask the Holy Spirit to examine each of our hearts this morning, to 
see how the values and sin of our modern society, trust in self, or trust in money, 
materialism, ignoring of God’s words and values; are influencing us to try to live lives with 
double standards.  And when we do, we will all find that in one way or another, we are all 
guilty of doing so. 
 
One of the advantages of the lockdown is that it has challenged all of us to look at our 
values; what is truly important in life? People are rediscovering the importance of 
happiness, the importance of family, the importance of caring for others, the importance of 
community responsibility, and for Christians, the hope that we have in us: let’s remember 
they are all characteristics that the Messiah, Jesus brings. 
 
Let Him remind us of who we are in in Christ because in our society there is much pressure 
to forget what Jesus has brought us into 
 
We  just sang  
 



Jesus, I've forgotten 
The words that you have spoken 
Promises that burned 
Within my heart 
Have now grown dim 
With a doubting heart 
I follow the paths of earthly wisdom 
Forgive me for my unbelief 
Renew the fire again 
 
Lord have mercy 
Christ have mercy 
Lord have mercy on me 
 
Let’s just stop for a moment and meditate on this and bring our own failure before God and 
as we say Lord have mercy, we realise in Christ we have forgiveness and freedom,   Let’s 
spend a few moments in personal prayer.  
 
We have been freed to be another kind of oak, one that’s planted by Him, one that brings 
glory to Him – oaks of righteousness.   The object is that God’s splendour be displayed in us.  
We are compared to being oaks planted by Him.    In the Messiah, we aren’t just destined to 
be a people who are beautiful to Him, joyful in heart and full of praise, but a people who are 
righteous – and a righteousness like oak: durable, dependable, strong and in Old Testament  
imagery, sacred. 
 
What is being righteous all about?   I would say two things.   First of all it is a state, it is a 
condition.   The oaks are a planting of God.  In a New Testament context, we become the 
people of God, we are made right with God through faith in Christ, not by anything good 
we’ve achieved.  We are who we are because we are loved of God, objects of His grace and 
made righteous by faith.   Here’s a few familiar verses from Romans 5 
 
Romans 5:6-10  6 You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for 
the ungodly. 7 Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous person, though for a good person 
someone might possibly dare to die. 8 But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: 
While we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 9 Since we have now been justified by his 
blood, how much more shall we be saved from God’s wrath through him! 10 For if, while we 
were God’s enemies, we were reconciled to him through the death of his Son, how much 
more, having been reconciled, shall we be saved through his life! 
 
When an oak tree grows from an acorn, the day it breaks the soil as a sapling, it is as much 
an oak tree as a great oak that has stood for 300 years.   When we turn to Jesus and find 
forgiveness, life and hope, we are deemed righteous, fit for the presence of God and we are 
going to remind ourselves in a moment that’s only though the broken body and shed blood 
of Jesus.  We are righteous and have boldness to enter the very presence of God. 
 
But this brings us to my second point about righteousness.   Oak saplings are supposed to 
grow into great oaks.  That is God’s desire and purpose.  He doesn’t plant us to become 



bushes, He wants us to grow into people who honour Him, obey Him follow Him, have hope 
planted firmly in faith.  Find the ability to be a holy people by the power of the Holy Spirit.  
That is our destiny, our purpose BECAUSE in doing so, the glory, the splendour of God is 
revealed through us.  That’s who God wants us to be:  oaks of righteousness. 
 
And in doing all of this God wants to make promises and pour out His blessings to us.  Listen 
again to a few of these we read  earlier:  
 
8 you will be called priests of the Lord, 
    you will be named ministers of our God. 
You will feed on the wealth of nations, 
    and in their riches you will boast. 
Instead of your shame 
    you will receive a double portion, 
and instead of disgrace 
    you will rejoice in your inheritance. 
And so you will inherit a double portion in your land, 
    and everlasting joy will be yours. 
“For I, the Lord, love justice; 
    I hate robbery and wrongdoing. 
In my faithfulness I will reward my people 
    and make an everlasting covenant with them. 
9 Their descendants will be known among the nations 
    and their offspring among the peoples. 
All who see them will acknowledge 
    that they are a people the Lord has blessed.” 
 
I haven’t got time to explore this today, but these promises made to Jewish Exiles, are 
through prophecy, also spiritual promises that God makes to His redeemed people through 
the finished work of the Messiah, Jesus. 
 
The table this morning reminds us that the cross was the starting point of God’s purposes 
for us, but God wants us to cast off all things that hinder us so that we may grow into great 
oaks of righteousness.  Jesus died to liberate us to be just that.   Let today be a day that we 
recognise a little more what Jesus has done for us and commit ourselves afresh to Him.  
Let’s do that in a song now, which is a prayer.  Purify my heart.  Cleanse me from my sin.   
Refine me, Lord.  Make me holy like you.  May I be ready to do Your will Lord. 
 
PURIFY MY HEART 
 

COMMUNION 

We are people made righteous in Christ because we have trusted in His finished work on the 

cross.  His body was broken for us, and His blood was shed for us.   Here are some verses 

from the writer to the Hebrews 

Hebrews 10:19-25 

Therefore, brothers and sisters, since we have confidence to enter the Most Holy Place by the 

blood of Jesus,  by a new and living way opened for us through the curtain, that is, his body,  



and since we have a great priest over the house of God, let us draw near to God with a 

sincere heart and with the full assurance that faith brings, having our hearts sprinkled to 

cleanse us from a guilty conscience and having our bodies washed with pure water.   Let us 

hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who promised is faithful. 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

For I received from the Lord what I also passed on to you: The Lord Jesus, on the night he 

was betrayed, took bread,  and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said,  

 

“This is my body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of me.” 

 

In the same way, after supper he took the cup, saying, 

 

“This cup is the new covenant in my blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of 

me.”   

 

For whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he 

comes. 

 

Let’s pray 

Lord Jesus, we bow before you in humility and ask You to examine our hearts today.  We 

know that we are Your children, having received You into our hearts and lives and having 

accepted Your death as penalty for our sinfulness. The price You paid covered us for all time, 

and our desire is to live for You and be the oaks of righteousness that you intend for us. 

 

As we take the bread representing Your life that was broken for us, we remember and 

celebrate Your faithfulness to us and to all who will receive You. We can't begin to fathom 

the agonizing suffering of Your crucifixion. Yet You took that pain for us. You died for each of 

us! Thank You for Your extravagant love and unmerited favour. Thank You that Your death 

gave us life—abundant life now, and eternal life forever. As You instructed Your disciples, 

we, too, eat this bread in remembrance of You now.  Amen. 

 

BREAKING OF BREAD 

 

Lord Jesus, in the same way, as we take this cup representing Your blood poured out for us, 

we realize that You were the supreme sacrifice for all our sins: past, present, and future. 

Because of Your blood shed for us, and Your body broken for us, we can be free from the 

power and penalty of sin. Thank You for Your victory over death. You took the death that we 

deserved. You took our punishment. Your pain was indeed our gain. And today we 

remember and celebrate the precious gift of life You gave us through the blood that You 

spilled. Amen 

 

THE DRINKING OF THE CUP 

 



Lord, we recommit our lives, our hearts, our thoughts, our everything to You. Fill us afresh 

today with Your Holy Spirit. Help us to hold this fresh remembrance close to our heart. Help 

us to share its message faithfully as You give opportunity. May we be in our lives and our 

words oaks of righteousness that declare Your splendour. 

In Your Precious name, 

Amen 

 

INT. PRAYERS  & FELLOWSHIP PRAYERS 

 

Let’s pray for our nation and our community 

Father, we would continue to pray regarding the ongoing situation with coronavirus.  We 

ask that you would give the Government wisdom as they seek to limit its spread and the 

need to address the social and economic issues that arise from it.   We pray that  vaccines 

and effective treatments will be soon found for this virus.   In the meantime Lord we pray 

for our nation, that in the sadness of the past few months, that we will also find positives 

out of the way in which many became more caring, and the way the work of those in health 

and social care were appreciated afresh.   May we as your church be salt and light as society 

comes out of lockdown.  We ask this in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 

 

And now, let’s pray for this church fellowship. 

Father we pray for our church fellowship, particularly as we plan forward to re-open the 

church premises.    May you help us to appreciate the building more and use it to its best 

potential, but to also be able to reflect and use the experience of being away from it  as 

week, to build up the church and tell others of Jesus . We also think of those who are 

struggling with their faith, or struggling with health problems, those bereaved and 

mourning, those struggling with addiction, those with family problems.  We lift them before 

you and name them in the quiet now. 

 

May you give us strength by Your Spirit to be Oaks of Righteous and may our lives speak of 

Your splendour. 

We ask all this in Jesus’ name, Amen 

 

We are a people that Jesus, the Messiah has rescued, liberated, saved.  He saved and can 

turn whatever sorrow and mourning we have in our lives into joy.  Let’s close with a 

stomping gospel song – I’m trading my sorrows. 

 

I’M TRADING MY SORROWS 

 

We have an amazing God!  Let’s close with this declaration. 

Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to 

his power that is at work within us,  to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus 

throughout all generations, for ever and ever! Amen. 

 

That’s it for today. Have a blessed week and stay safe. 


