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WEEK 0
November 23�� WAITING FOR A KING
Dan 7:9-10, 9-13, Matt 25:31-46, Col 1:11-20
WEEK 1
November 30th HOLY SUSPENSE
Luke 21:25-36 or Mark 13:24-37, Rom 13:11-14
WEEK 2
December 7�� ACTIVE PATIENCE
Mal 3:1-4, 2 Pet 3:8-15
WEEK 3
December 14�� HOPE-FILLED EXPECTATION
Isa 35:1-10, Matt 11:2-11, James 5:7-10
WEEK 4
December 21st AWE-STRUCK ANTICIPATION
Isaiah 7:10-16, Luke 1:26-38, 46-55, Matt 1:18-25

WEEK 0
November 23�� WAITING FOR A KING
Opening Worship & Prayer

Opening Poem
Wake up! Get ready! Line the streets to shout,
anticipate the coming of your King!
Rehearse the anthem, put the bunting out,
and rouse the neighbours with Advent carolling:
Wake up! Get ready! Line the streets to shout!
His rule will end the reign of suffering,
so come with your despair, depression, doubt anticipate the coming of your King.
Wake up! Get ready! Line the streets to shout,
anticipate the coming of your King!

Introduction to this week and the series

Wha� ��� y�� w�i�in� f�� ��is A���n�?
‘As I looked,
‘thrones were set in place, and the Ancient of Days took
his seat. His clothing was as white as snow; the hair of
his head was white like wool.
His throne was flaming with fire, and its wheels were
all ablaze. A river of fire was flowing, coming out from
before him. Thousands upon thousands attended him;
ten thousand times ten thousand stood before him. The
court was seated, and the books were opened. ‘In my
vision at night I looked, and there before me was one
like a son of man, coming with the clouds of heaven. He
approached the Ancient of Days and was led into his
presence. He was given authority, glory and sovereign
power; all nations and peoples of every language
worshipped him. His dominion is an everlasting
dominion that will not pass away, and his kingdom is
one that will never be destroyed.
Dan 7:9-10, 13-14

11 being strengthened with all power according to his
glorious might so that you may have great endurance
and patience, 12 and giving joyful thanks to the Father,
who has qualified you[a] to share in the inheritance of
his holy people in the kingdom of light. 13 For he has
rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought
us into the kingdom of the Son he loves, 14 in whom we
have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.
15 The Son is the image of the invisible God, the
firstborn over all creation. 16 For in him all things were
created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and
invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or
authorities; all things have been created through him
and for him. 17 He is before all things, and in him all
things hold together. 18 And he is the head of the body,
the church; he is the beginning and the firstborn from
among the dead, so that in everything he might have the
supremacy. 19 For God was pleased to have all his
fullness dwell in him, 20 and through him to reconcile to
himself all things, whether things on earth or things in
heaven, by making peace through his blood, shed on the
cross.
Colossians 111-20

Discussion
‘When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him,
he will sit on his glorious throne. 32 All the nations will be gathered before him…
Matthew 25:31-32a

Matthew 25:31-46
31 ‘When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he will sit on his glorious
throne. 32 All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate the people one from
another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. 33 He will put the sheep on his right and
the goats on his left.
34 ‘Then the King will say to those on his right, “Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take your
inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world. 35 For I was hungry and
you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger
and you invited me in, 36 I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was ill and you looked after me, I
was in prison and you came to visit me.”
37 ‘Then the righteous will answer him, “Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty
and give you something to drink? 38 When did we see you a stranger and invite you in, or needing
clothes and clothe you? 39 When did we see you ill or in prison and go to visit you?”
40 ‘The King will reply, “Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and
sisters of mine, you did for me.”
41 ‘Then he will say to those on his left, “Depart from me, you who are cursed, into the eternal fire
prepared for the devil and his angels. 42 For I was hungry and you gave me nothing to eat, I was
thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, 43 I was a stranger and you did not invite me in, I needed
clothes and you did not clothe me, I was ill and in prison and you did not look after me.”
44 ‘They also will answer, “Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or needing
clothes or ill or in prison, and did not help you?”
45 ‘He will reply, “Truly I tell you, whatever you did not do for one of the least of these, you did not
do for me.”
46 ‘Then they will go away to eternal punishment, but the righteous to eternal life.’

Feedback

Closing Prayer
LEADER: Son of Man, come in glory!
ALL: Come King Jesus.
Help us serve you as we serve the least. May we see your face in the broken people of this world, and
respond. Lead us into our Advent journey, to know your rule and reign in our lives.
Son of Man, come in glory!
Come King Jesus. Amen.

Week 1
November 30th HOLY SUSPENSE
Opening Worship and Prayer

Opening Poem
This long, dark, restless night is nearly done.
The morning star shows: it is nearly day.
The morning lark and owl now sing as one,
the owl is flying home, the lark will stay.
This long, dark, restless night is nearly done:
As from my darker dreams I turn away
and cling to dawn’s faint hope, rise with the sun,
the morning star shows it is nearly day.
This long, dark, restless night is nearly done.
The morning star shows. It is nearly day.

Introduction to this session

Feedback

Sending Prayer

ALL: What time is it?
LEADER: The hour has come to wake from your slumber!
What time is it?
The night is nearly over; the day is almost here.
What time is it?
Time to put aside the deeds of darkness and put on the armour of
light.
What time is it?
Time to go out, clothed in Christ.
Amen.

Week 2
December 7�� ACTIVE PATIENCE
Opening Worship & Prayer

Opening Poem
Come back, Lord Jesus, and do not be slow.
Refine, renew, restore. We hope, we yearn.
When is this coming? Why can we not know
how long we have to wait for your return?
Come back, Lord Jesus, and do not be slow!
Or, help us in the lingering to learn
your saving way that savours love, and so
refine, renew, restore. We hope, we yearn.
Come back, Lord Jesus, and do not be slow:
refine, renew, restore. We hope, we yearn.
Text © Amy Scott Robinson, engageworship For more resources like this visit engageworship.org/waiting

Introduction to this session

Feedback
Sending Prayer - Remade, Renewed, Restored
LEADER: In Christ we are a new creation:
ALL: remade, renewed, restored.
Jesus you will come again, perfecting all of creation:
remade, renewed, restored.
Help us live in the light of your coming, lives of grace and peace:
remaking, renewing, restoring.
Send us out, to bless the earth and bless all people:
remaking, renewing, restoring. Amen. Amen.

Week 3
December 14�� HOPE-FILLED EXPECTATION
Opening Worship & Prayer

Opening Poem
A secret seed is rich with promised fruit,
for seeds are buried when it’s time to grow.
This life begins with one seed, tiny, mute,
like treasure in a field, like yeast in dough,
a secret seed is rich with promised fruit.
We wait in darkness, wait in earth, below,
seek out the signs of life in root and shoot:
for seeds are buried when it’s time to grow.
A secret seed is rich with promised fruit,
for seeds are buried when it’s time to grow.
Text © Amy Scott Robinson, engageworship For more resources like this visit engageworship.org/waiting

Introduction to this session

Feedback

Send us out prayer
ALL: Send us out, Lord,
LEADER: to have faith that the waiting seeds will bear fruit.
Send us out, Lord,
to trust you through our disappointments.
Send us out, Lord,
to take joy in the journey, rather than rush towards the
destination.
Send us out, Lord,
to live with the tension of the now and the not yet.
Send us out, Lord, to be patient and stand firm, because your
coming is near. Amen.

Week 4
December 21st AWE-STRUCK ANTICIPATION
Opening Worship & Prayer

Introductory Poem

He brought down princes from their mighty thrones,
he lifted up the humble and the meek.
When God descended, took on flesh and bones,
emptied himself of power, chose to be weak,
he brought down princes from their mighty thrones.
When God the Word had not yet learned to speak,
and in his mother’s arms made cries and moans,
he lifted up the humble and the meek.
He brought down princes from their mighty thrones.
He lifted up the humble and the meek.

Feedback

