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Welcome, notices birthday box

Opening words
Come, let us worship Almighty God. 
Let us lift up our songs, our prayers, our praises. 
Come, let us honour Christ Jesus. 
Let us love Christ with our hearts, our minds, our spirits. 
Come, let us be filled with the Spirit of the Living God. 
Breathe in us, Breath of God. Alleluia 

1740  Come let us sing to the One

Prayer

522 Thank You for the cross

Thy Kingdom Come
TKC TITLE
Ascension Day this coming Thursday marks the start of this year’s Thy Kingdom Come which we 
have participated in for several years now.  At it’s heart, we are encouraged to pray for five people 
who don’t know Christ, that they may turn and follow Jesus.  Here’s Justin Welby to give us some 
words of encouragement
VIDEO intro to TKC 2022
TITLE
We were reminded in the CTF prayers last Monday that traditionally at this period the church has 
challenged itself about mission as it was at Ascension that Jesus gave the Great Commission to 
make disciples of all nations.  
THE GREAT COMMISSION
“All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Therefore go and make disciples of 
all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and 
teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the 
very end of the age.”  Matthew 28:18-20

TKC is a modern take on it.   However, there is a danger that we will see prayer as both the 
beginning and the end of mission.   Jesus’ commission is to make disciples of all nations.   Prayer 
will inevitably be involved in the process.  But prayer is communion with God as we walk and 
follow Him through live: and His desire is to walk us to people that don’t know Jesus yet.

Here are a few verses from the letter of James:
Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says. 23 Anyone who listens 
to the word but does not do what it says is like someone who looks at his face in a mirror 24 and, 
after looking at himself, goes away and immediately forgets what he looks like. 25 But whoever 
looks intently into the perfect law that gives freedom, and continues in it—not forgetting what they
have heard, but doing it—they will be blessed in what they do.
James 1:22-25



Don’t be hearers of the word but doers. Yes, prayer is one form of doing.  But there’s doing and 
doing.     We hear God’s voice as we pray.  We understand His will through reading His word.   As a 
result, He inevitably calls us to do something that will involve more than prayer.  Jesus’ command 
in the Great Commission was to “go.”      To hear God speak and then not act on it is rather like 
somebody who looks at themselves in a mirror than forgets what they look like.  It’s a bizarre 
analogy and is meant to be.   It’s absurd to look in a mirror and then forget what we look like!   We 
look in a mirror to make sure what we look like; comb our hair and all that stuff.

When we read the words of Jesus, what do we hear?    A command to go.  How can we not hear 
the words of Jesus and not act on them?   Remarkably, there is a long history of churches being 
inwards looking and not fulfilling the Great Commission.   That is not the teaching of Scripture.    
Jesus sent His disciples out to make more disciples.    Yes, the disciples spent much time in prayer 
about lots of stuff – but then they acted on it and the Spirit worked through them.

This year we will be doing TKC a little differently.   We didn’t engineer things this way, but we are 
starting two new activities designed to reach out to others during the TKC 10 days.   They will then 
continue, hopefully like our prayers will, beyond Pentecost.  

What are they?  We have our two new activities, TEA AND CAKE AND HOME CRAFT.

[This is a whole church venture.  There is a list on the piano for people to sign if:
              They are providing a cake
              Offering help in kitchen or serving
              Offering to be a welcomer at the door(s)
              Willing to come and finish setting up the room - at 1pm - the tables and chairs 
              will be in place after chair based exercises.]

We can do that through formal things like our two new activities or we can just be there in the 
Jubilee celebrations or just in the normal things of life.    I believe Jesus is not just calling us to pray,
but to go and to do during this Thy Kingdom Come period.   How will we respond?    How will we 
bring Jesus to those God wants us to reach?

As we will discover a little more this morning, reaching out to others is a product of connecting 
with Jesus, which we do in our prayer lives and through our worship: making Jesus the centre of 
our lives.  Here’s a song; Jesus, be the centre.

1377  Jesus, be the centre

Int. Prayers

UKRAINE

Heavenly Father, we pray for our brothers and sisters in Ukraine.

 Lord we ask for peace for those who need peace, reconciliation for those who need reconciliation 
and comfort for all who don’t know what tomorrow will bring. Lord may your Kingdom come, and 
Your will be done. 



Lord God, we ask for you to be with all – especially children who are suffering as the crisis in 
Ukraine deteriorates. Lord for those who are anxious and fearful. For those who are bereaved, 
injured or who have lost their lives. And for those who have lost loved ones. Lord hear our prayers.

Lord, we ask that decisions makers hear Your voice. Parents protecting their families – deciding 
whether to stay or leave. Church leaders as they support and comfort people. And Lord we ask for 
wise actions from global leaders - who have the power not only to start wars, but to stop them too.

And Father God we cry out for an end to this crisis. For mercy, peace, and truth – because You are 
light, hope, power, and love. Amen.   (World Vision)

THY KINGDOM COME
 Pray for our “five”
 Pray that the Lord will envision us as to what He can do this TKC
 Pray for the regular contact activities we will be starting during the TKC period – Tea & Cake, and 

Home Craft.
 Pray about how we may be a witness to our neighbours during the Platinum Jubilee period.

MRBC
     Silent Prayer with some music backing.

1790  God in my living

Reading

Isaiah 6:1-13
In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord, high and exalted, seated on a throne; and the 
train of his robe filled the temple.   Above him were seraphim, each with six wings:    With two 
wings they covered their faces, with two they covered their feet, and with two they were flying. 
And they were calling to one another:

“Holy, holy, holy is the Lord Almighty;
    the whole earth is full of his glory.”
At the sound of their voices the doorposts and thresholds shook and the temple was filled with 
smoke.

“Woe to me!” I cried. “I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a people of 
unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the King, the Lord Almighty.”

Then one of the seraphim flew to me with a live coal in his hand, which he had taken with tongs 
from the altar.  

With it he touched my mouth and said, “See, this has touched your lips; your guilt is taken away 
and your sin atoned for.”

Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send? And who will go for us?”
And I said “Here am I.   Send me!”

He said, “Go and tell this people:



“‘Be ever hearing, but never understanding;  be ever seeing, but never perceiving.’   Make the 
heart of this people calloused;   make their ears dull and close their eyes. Otherwise they might see
with their eyes,   hear with their ears,    understand with their hearts, and turn and be healed.”
Then I said, “For how long, Lord?”
And he answered:
“Until the cities lie ruined and without inhabitant, until the houses are left deserted  and the fields 
ruined and ravaged, until the Lord has sent everyone far away and the land is utterly forsaken.
And though a tenth remains in the land,  it will again be laid waste. But as the terebinth and 
oak  leave stumps when they are cut down, so the holy seed will be the stump in the land.”

HOW LONG, O LORD?
TITLE
The whole idea of being called, not just to worship (and that includes prayer) but to do, is 
something that started well before Jesus’ commission to His disciples.   If we consider the greats of 
the Old Testament, they were all called to do something.   DON’T BE HEARERS BUT DOERS   For 
Noah it was to build and ark, for Abram it was to go and live somewhere else, for Moses it was to 
confront Pharaoh and lead the people of Israel.   For David it was to be king, displacing the one 
who was there.  For Isaiah it was to speak to a people who would largely ignore God’s message 
spoken through him.    

If we know these stories, none of them were exactly simple tasks – but each heard God’s words,  
carried out their mission, and we read how God moved. 
ISAIAH IN THE TEMPLE
This morning our reading involved the prophet Isaiah.   The chapter opens at a specific date – the 
year King Uzziah died, which historians tell us was probably 739BC.  Uzziah had a great reign.   He 
reigned for 52 years – a long reign in those days.  Of course, our monarch has reigned 70 years this 
coming week. THE QUEEN PIC  The Queen doesn’t have to live much longer before she becomes 
the longest reigning monarch in world history.

You can imagine how we are going to feel when the Queen dies.   She has been a constant 
throughout our lives here in Britain as our world has changed.  Whatever you think of the 
institution of monarchy,  she will be sorely missed as we all say “what next?  What will happen 
now?”
ISAIAH IN THE TEMPLE
For Isaiah, King Uzziah had been a constant in the life of the kingdom of Judah.  His reign had been 
glorious for the most part and the nation had prospered, until the day he thought that he had 
every right to burn incense in the Temple with the priests.  He reasoned that as God had blessed 
him, he must be important enough to act as a priest.  The Law said he couldn’t.  But surely the king
could do anything couldn’t he?   No.   This was God’s Temple, run according to His Law.  Uzziah had 
no right to burn incense in God’s house  and his hand became immediately leprous and he died a 
leper.

Uzziah’s attitude was reflected in the nation as we shall see in a moment.  I don’t know if Uzziah’s 
act was in  Isaiah’s mind as he worshipped in the Temple, but as he worships, he gets this great 
vision.   Commentators debate whether this was a scene from heaven as other people with visions 
of God had in both Testaments of the Bible; or whether this was a vision involving the Temple in 
Jerusalem.   I go with the latter.   Unlike Uzziah, Isaiah was open to God.   I wonder, after Uzziah, 
Isaiah was wondering as we may do, the next steps for our land.    God’s response to him was this 



amazing vision of Isaiah being able to see God in His glory in the Temple, rather than being hidden 
from everyone in the Most Holy Place as was normally the case.     

He saw the Lord on His throne – His glory filling the place; His train filled the Temple and God was 
attended not by earthly priests but these amazing seraphim.     What makes me also think that 
Isaiah was having a vision in the actual Temple was what the seraphim proclaimed.  

“Holy, holy, holy is the Lord Almighty; the whole earth is full of his glory.”
At the sound of their voices the doorposts and thresholds shook and the temple was filled with 
smoke.

The whole earth was filled with His glory, not just the Temple.  The whole place physically shook.  
Oh, and of course there was the altar, ready and stoked up for sacrifices.  It seems to be the 
Jerusalem Temple but with God’s visible presence in it.    It was a statement about that place– this 
was God’s Temple; something Uzziah had forgotten.  He rules the rulers.   But then there is this 
bigger statement that the earth is full of God’s glory.   That vision of glory in the Temple  was for 
Isaiah, but that same glory is reflected in creation if only we would look.  His presence is 
everywhere if only we would look and see.

I’ll deal with this vision in more detail in a later week, but the upshot was that Isaiah was called to 
go and speak to His people and he willingly said “Here I am, send me.”  That’s for another day too.
VERSE
But commissioned to do what?   “Go and tell this people:
“‘Be ever hearing, but never understanding;  be ever seeing, but never perceiving.’   Make the heart 
of this people calloused;   make their ears dull and close their eyes. Otherwise they might see with 
their eyes,   hear with their ears,    understand with their hearts, and turn and be healed.”
Then I said, “For how long, Lord?”

Let me give you that again from THE MESSAGE:

“‘Listen hard, but you aren’t going to get it;
    look hard, but you won’t catch on.’
Make these people blockheads,
    with fingers in their ears and blindfolds on their eyes,
So they won’t see a thing,
    won’t hear a word,
So they won’t have a clue about what’s going on
    and, yes, so they won’t turn around and be made whole.”

The world of Uzziah was prosperous, religious; blessed of God sort of place as far as the population
was concerned. It was similar to the richer northern kingdom of Israel where there had been a 
period of prosperity and stability.    

But Uzziah’s foolish actions were reflected the nation too. They had become as arrogant as he.    
They were not seeing God’s glory, they were ignoring what God wanted from them. It’s part of a 
long rot that so many Jews had followed;  into worshipping the Lord and also worshipping other 
gods, or not worshipping God in the way they should.  The injustices of Israel’s society applied to 
Judah too and both kingdoms had the same fate, although 150 years apart.   This passage indicates



that whatever Isaiah was going to say, the Jews would not listen, they would not catch on, they 
wouldn’t get it.   They would not see the wrong they were doing.   

Was God hardening their hearts?   That’s not clear here but we do know that they were making 
themselves victims of their own ignorance, or their own self-righteousness, their feeling of 
blessedness for their own achievements not God’s. They had hardened their own hearts.  They 
were the Jews, the people of God yet they were sick, they were broken, they were clueless and 
they couldn’t see that they were.
THE WORLD IS TEMPORARILY CLOSED
The Covid pandemic showed the fragility of the church in Britain and in many western countries.  
For a long time we have filled our churches with noble words, noble intentions, what we thought 
was good quality teaching and mission, but now many church fellowship struggle with loss, 
reduced congregations, ministries closed, many not returned, some demotivated in their faith.   It’s
been like the death of a long serving monarch  A shock, but should it have been, or like Judah in 
Uzziah’s time, had the rot set in a long time ago? 

Churches in the West are in countries where people are rich, educated; living in a world with an 
unprecedented opportunities to communicate with others and to disseminate truth.  All with the 
freedom to believe and the freedom to tell others in an environment of virtually no persecution.     
What an opportunity!    On paper, the harvest should have been plentiful.   Then look at the 
numbers professing Christ now – a handful – 5% if we’re lucky.     How many people are regularly 
becoming Christians and being discipled?   Very few.   Whose fault is this?   It’s not one of God’s 
mysterious ways.   The church has been called to wake up to this for as long as I remember.    
Before Isaiah, prophets had already been active in Judah and Israel for some time, warning of 
coming calamity if they continued their ways.  Isaiah’s message was not new. 

The pandemic has exposed many fundamental weaknesses in the church.   As I read Isaiah 6, it’s 
almost like God is saying “told you so!   Wake up to the reality of your position!”

For Isaiah the Temple experience certainly woke him up!  His response to the grim message was 
“How long, O Lord”.    Until the land is laid waste basically was the answer at the end of the 
chapter.   Was it inevitable?   In one way it was because the land ended up being laid waste by 
Nebuchadnezzar's Babylonians in 586BC.   In another sense it was reversible as prophets gave 
warnings for the next 163 years calling on the Jews to repent.  There was time to respond – but 
generations of Jews didn’t.   We know the result.

We find the same approach in the New Testament particularly in John’s letters to the seven   
churches; each in a different state of decline, some in more reversible positions than others. 

When church declines, the reasons are often complex and individual to situations.  That’s 
important to realise.  Just because we are not in as dire a situation as other churches, doesn’t 
mean that we aren’t in deep trouble.
  The church at Sardis jumped out at me. John wrote this of Sardis:
“To the angel of the church in Sardis write:
These are the words of him who holds the seven spirits of God and the seven stars. I know your 
deeds; you have a reputation of being alive, but you are dead.  Wake up! Strengthen what remains 
and is about to die, for I have found your deeds unfinished in the sight of my God. Remember, 
therefore, what you have received and heard; hold it fast, and repent. But if you do not wake up, I 
will come like a thief, and you will not know at what time I will come to you.   Rev 3:1-2



Sardis seemed an alive church, but they are described as dead.  Outwardly they looked as though 
they were thriving, but  look under the surface, they were a spiritual car-crash. The letter is not  
specific with Sardis as to what the problem was.  Just that their faith was not a living one – they 
had become demotivated, or concentrating on other things, not growing in faith:  I think this may 
be what is meant by “unfinished deeds”   They were not looking God-ward in expectancy of what 
Jesus was going to come and do.  Sardis shows us that just because a church does a lot of stuff, 
doesn’t reflect its spiritual health before God.

Something that Covid-19 exposed in churches was how firmly motivated God’s people were or 
weren’t when cut off from fellowship.   Some grew and thrived, but others struggled with the 
reality of their faith.     And that struggle has continued as people have returned to church – or not 
as the case may be.

Sardis also shows that doing stuff is no reflector of spiritual health.    To move forward, we need 
not just ask God where we are going who we are reaching and all that, but ask Him to clear away 
that which is wrong before Him and allow Him to dig deep into our bad assumptions, false 
traditions, poor relationships, terrible theology, worldly attitudes, the idolatry of materialism, the 
acceptance of worldly values, unforgiveness – and all the rest.  We need to ask the Holy Spirit for a 
faith that’s as real as real, for words and attitudes that change others who say “I want a piece of 
that.”

I believe it’s a wake up call to take the decades long decline of the church more seriously than ever.
As we pray for people to come to know Christ, we should be praying too for our ability to truly fulfil
the Great Commission.   As we look at the challenge before us, like Isaiah we need to utter “How 
long, O Lord?”    Are we going to be ministering in a world where church is still going to contract 
and we are merely moving deckchairs on the Titanic, or do we have an expectancy that the decline 
can be reversed and we see people come to Christ significantly?   That’s a question I believe we 
should be asking of God

If it is that we should be reversing that decline; then I believe we need to realise that God will ask 
hard even painful questions and choices of us.   The hardest will be getting rid of ideas and 
practices we thought were really good and expected of  Bible believing Baptist evangelicals, or 
whatever label we want to stick on ourselves.  Such  a process is essential  if it is our desire to 
move forward because if we can’t open our eyes to failure and decline, we will have difficulty in 
strengthening what remains, and serving God’s purposes.

Sorry if that sounds a bit grim, but if we want to tackle decline recent or older, then we need to 
tackle its cause.   We can blame all the sins of society, we can mention platitudes about not 
understanding God’s ways, but to put it bluntly the fault lies fully with God’s people and putting it 
right starts when we ask God to change us.   

CONFESSION
Let’s pray.

Father, as we look at the state of the church in our land in our locality and here at MRBC, we are 
less than what we once were.    Lord, please save us from the mistake of blaming the world or 
finding your will mysterious when it isn’t because you have given us a wealth of information about 



your mind and will in Scripture.     Help us to understand our weakness, failings and sin which has 
caused us Your people to be less than we should be.    

Father, forgive us for those times when we have been comfortable about our reaching so few 
people, seeing so few accept Christ.   Forgive us for opportunities missed at a time when it should 
have been so easy to reap Your harvest.  Forgive us when we have made other things in our lives 
more important than reflecting Jesus in our lives.  Forgive us for thinking that following the Lord’s 
Great Commission wasn’t that important.    Forgive us for making things our gods, even the church 
when You are Lord of all creation.

Thank You that You so freely forgive all who come in repentance.  Father, by Your Spirit, undo that 
which prevents us from running the race and finishing what You call us to do.    Jesus, may we live 
Your risen life.   Rebuild Your church truly in Your image as we look to the future.

We ask this in Jesus’ name
Amen

726 Give me a heart of compassion

Blessing

FOR REFLECTION & DISCUSSION

Read Isaiah chapter 6:1-13

1.  Have you ever had an experience of the presence of God which was life-changing for you?  In 
what sort of circumstances may we expect a strong experience of the presence of God?

2.  Isaiah accepted a commission from God to speak to a people who basically weren’t going to 
respond well to the message God was giving him to speak?     To what extent should we expect 
that to be true as we follow the Great Commission (Matt 28:1802) today.

3.  The people Isaiah was commissioned to prophesy to were the Jews, the people of God?    They 
had been blessed during Uzziah’s reign, but what was the sin that had been besetting them for 
generations?   You may need to read other chapters in Isaiah and look through Kings or Chronicles 
to find some – they are plentiful!

4.  What do you think the besetting sins of the church in our country (and other western countries)
that have brought us into decline.  For help, the letters to the seven churches in Asia in Revelation 
1-4 will give you lots of clues?  Do you agree with Mark that the decline has been largely the 
church’s fault, or is it because of society’s sins, or “God moving in mysterious ways?”

5.   Is further decline of the church in the UK (and in Felixstowe) inevitable and all we can do is 
“move the deckchairs on the Titanic”?   Is it reversible now, or do we have to suffer further loss 
before anything significant happens (how long, O Lord)?   If the answer to the previous question is 
“reversible now”, how costly is it likely to be and in what ways?


